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incidents of the hermit's story, the scene shifts to the days
of the Baronial Wars. It will be shown in the next section
how historical tales had become very popular at this time.
The very mixture of incongruous elements in Rosa De
Montmorien indicates the undecided, indefinite nature of the
decade, and the emergence of new objects of popular appeal
Another instance of the use of a Gothic castle occurs in
Melissa and Marcia, or the Sisters, in 1788. The heroines are
the daughters of Justice Bumble who lived in "a large
Gothic building, with innumerable passages and useless
rooms."1 The author depicts in the father a character on the
lines of Sir Roger; in the sisters, he paints companion
portraits of a good girl and a bad girl, with attendant
benefits and miseries. It is the misfortunes which befall
Melissa, Lady Westland, that have an interest for us.
Melissa is a pert and pretty young lady, inconsiderate and
gay and addicted to pleasure. When Lord Westland com-
plains of her unpunctuality, saying that the Duchess of B
had already arrived, she answers, " If she is inclined to keep
gothic hours, am I, upon her account, to be put out of my
way?" One wonders if this novel should not have been
included with Lady Craven's "Modern Anecdote', and Miss
Blower's Maria, among works with a satirical intent. But
the author on the whole inclines more towards seriousness
than satire. The fact is, moreover, significant that In a foot-
note in the middle of the first volume,2 we are told, "This
novel was written in the beginning of the year 1778."
Lord Westland, enraged at the infidelity of his wife,
mysteriously orders her to prepare for a journey. After
travelling three days from London, at last, "Lady Westland
perceived that she was in the midst of an immense park, or
rather forest, for it was covered with trees, most of them of
the growth of two centuries; every thing here appeared as
wild and forlorn as possible. Amidst a venerable grove of oaks
arose the turrets of a castle; it was a gothic pile of building,
which seemed to defy the iron hand of time, surrounded by
a deep foss^ with a drawbridge, gates, and courts within
*Me8ssa and Marda, cr the Sisters: <L Novel, * Vok, 1788,1, 2.
*Ibid.t p. 138.